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JONAH
Just a little background:




JONAH

He (Jeroboam) was the one who restored the
boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead
Sea, in accordance with the word of the LORD, the
God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son
of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.

2 Kings 14:25



JONAH

The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of
Amittai: “"Go to the great city of Nineveh and
preach against it, because its wickedness has
come up before me.” But Jonah ran away from
the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went
down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for
that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard
and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.

Jonah 1:1-3
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JONAH

What mistake did Jonah make and why did he
make it?

What did King David say that reveals he
understood God’'s omnipresence more?



JONAH

Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can
| flee from your presence? If | go up to the
heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in
the depths, you are there. If | rise on the
wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side
of the sea, even there your hand will guide
me, your right hand will hold me fast.

Psalm 139:7-10



JONAH

Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a
violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. All
the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.

Jonah 1:4-5

So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all
this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do
you come from? What is your country? From what people
are you?” He answered, “| am a Hebrew and | worship

the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry
land.” This terrified them and they asked, “What have you
done?”

Jonah 1:8-10



JONAH

The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked
him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm
down for us?” “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,”
he replied, “and it will become calm. | know that it is my
fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

Jonah 1:11-12

Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and
the raging sea grew calm.

Jonah 1:15



JONAH

Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow
Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three
days and three nights.

Jonah 1:17

Timeout!



JONAH

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” He answered, “A
wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the

preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is
here.

Matthew 12:38-41



JONAH

And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited
Jonah onto dry land.

Jonah 2:10




JONAH

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go
to the great CitY\ of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message |
give you.” Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days
to go through it. Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the
city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be
overthrown.” The Ninevites believed God. A fast was
proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put
on sackcloth. When Jonah’s warning reached the king of
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes,
covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust.

Jonah 3:1-6




JONAH

But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he
became angry. He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this
what | said, LORD, when | was still at home? That is
what | tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. |
knew that you are a gracious and compassionate
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God
who relents from sending calamity.

Jonah 4:1-2



JONAH

Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of
the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its
shade and waited to see what would happen to the
city. Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and
made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his
head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very
happy about the plant.

Jonah 4:5-6



JONAH

But at dawn the next day God provided a worm,
which chewed the plant so that it withered. When
the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind,
and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew
faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better
for me to die than to live.”

Jonah 4:7-8



JONAH

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry
about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I'm so angry | wish
| were dead.” But the LORD said, “You have been
concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or
make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died

overnight. And should | not have concern for the great
city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred
and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right
hand from their left—and also many animals?”

Jonah 4:9-11



JONAH

Once a celebrated prophet, then a reluctant
prophet.

What ever happen to Jonah?
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